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Curriculum Impact



The Grace Mary Pillars- The Grace Mary Way

Exemplary
Behaviour

We teach all
pupils to be
responsible,
respectful and
always ready to

learn.

Knowledge-Rich
Curriculum

All pupils learn
powerful knowledge
in every subject to
enable them to think
about the world in
new ways.

Explicit Teaching

We use evidence-
informed teaching
approaches which
help all pupils to
remember their
learning into the
future.




Curriculum rationale

Our school vision statement is ‘Learning and Growing Together, Hand in Hand!'

Curriculum intent

Sandwell is an area of high deprivation and low aspiration:

e Sandwell is the 9" most income deprived local authority (out of 316)
e Sandwell’s average deprivation score is ranked 12th most deprived.
o Just 68% of people in Sandwell are in employment compared to 78% nationally.

We do not want our children to fit in to this expected life model. We want our children to make a
significant contribution to society.

At Grace Mary Primary, our overriding aim is to ensure that we improve the lives of the children by
enabling them to enjoy learning and fulfil their potential by developing the resilience, curiosity,
knowledge and skills required to be successful. There is a moral purpose and underlying rationale to
all we do.

Curriculum Design

‘Our aim is to pass on the discoveries and work of the previous generations to the next whilst
empowering them to add to this body of knowledge in the future’.

Our curriculum is designed around a series of principles that reflect our school’s values, pedagogical
approaches and needs, which clarify the vision of our curriculum:

e Challenging- we teach ‘powerful knowledge’; that which, as Professor Michael Young of the
Institute of Education writes, “is powerful because it provides the best understanding of the
natural and social worlds that we have and helps us go beyond our individual experiences”

e Coherent- explicit connections between subjects, units of work and experiences

e  Current- children are taught the most up to date knowledge and content our world has to
offer

e Comprehensive- we teach disciplinary knowledge as well as substantive knowledge. Explicit
connections are made between each subject.

One of our main aims of our curriculum is to offer the children a window to see how the world
works. We want our children to remember essential knowledge and receive the cultural capital that
will help them make sense of the world around them. We also want our curriculum to be a mirror
that enables children to see themselves in the curriculum. We want children to consider how they
feel about what they are learning and begin to think about their own personal response to this.

Our curriculum encourages children to
Our curriculum teaches children how reflect on and think deeply about what
the world works. they have learned about the world.



At Grace Mary, we refer to the ‘Three Pillars’ which form the basis of what we do. The three pillars
are:

e Fantastic behaviour
o Knowledge-rich curriculum
e  Explicit teaching

Curriculum forms one of our pillars as we recognise that, while we may have fantastic behaviour and
explicit teaching, without a well-sequenced curriculum, pupils will not develop their knowledge of
the world systematically over time.

Our curriculum is built around quality fiction, and non-fiction texts. By increasing the amount of
reading throughout the day, pupils develop a wider vocabulary and deeper knowledge. Research has
shown that a students’ background knowledge is the strongest factor that develops comprehension
ability. By the end of year 6 pupils will have read a wide range of texts, with a wide range of
structures and diverse language.

We have invested a significant amount of time in developing a knowledge-rich curriculum to give our
pupils access to the very best curriculum content. This ensures that pupils secure a solid base to
build on as they move through school and into Key Stage 3 and beyond. Our curriculum is ambitious
and goes above and beyond the requirements laid out in the national curriculum.

The Grace Mary curriculum is designed with knowledge at its heart to ensure that children develop a
strong vocabulary base and an extensive understanding of the world. The curriculum promotes
long-term learning and we believe that progress means knowing more and remembering more. As
pupils learn the content of the curriculum they are making progress. Learning at Grace Mary is
defined as ‘a change in long term memory’. We have developed a curriculum built on current
research regarding how memory works to ensure that children not only have access to 'the best that
has been thought and said' but are taught this in a way that ensures children can remember the
curriculum content in future years.

We believe that knowledge breeds curiosity - as pupils learn more about the world they become
more curious. It is very difficult to be curious about something that you don't know anything about.
We understand that knowledge is 'sticky', in other words, the more pupils know, the easier it is for
them to know more. As a result, we carefully check and activate prior knowledge to ensure our
pupils are able to understand and remember new things they are learning.

This is why we place particular emphasis on children knowing by heart and building rich webs of
knowledge as they progress through the curriculum.

Our knowledge -rich curriculum is built on the following five principles -
1. Acquisition of '‘powerful knowledge' is at the heart of the curriculum

This means that pupils learn knowledge which empowers them to not only understand the world
around them but to understand how each subject discipline works in order to extend this knowledge
of the world.

2. Knowledge is specified in fine detail

This means that we set out very precisely what pupils will know and be able to do in each subject.
This means that we don't leave anything to chance. If we want pupils to know a specific piece of
knowledge we specify when and how this is learned over time.



3. Knowledge is acquired in long-term memory

This means that we expect all pupils to remember their learning into the future. We have planned
the curriculum so that there are many chances for pupils to review what they have already learned
and secure it in their memories.

4. Knowledge is carefully sequenced over time

This means that we have thought carefully about the most effective order to learn new curriculum
content in. We have planned the curriculum so that each unit of work in a subject builds directly on
what has been learned before. This helps pupils understand and remember their learning more
effectively.

5. Knowledge is organised into subject disciplines and is derived from discourse within subject
communities

We treat each subject separately so that pupils have a very clear understanding of what is important
about each subject and that their knowledge and skills progress systematically over time in each
area of the curriculum. We work closely with subject experts and subject associations to ensure that
what we choose to include in our curriculum is the very best that it can be.

Our curriculum enables each child to:

¢ Achieve the best possible academic outcomes, whatever their starting point or ability and support
them in achieving their goals.

¢ Have high levels of engagement, enjoyment and personal development

¢ Access a broad and balanced education for each pupil, that allows a high level of personalisation
that plays to their strengths and develop specialisms

¢ Develop new and existing interests and achieve their personal best in all that they do

¢ Develop independent learning skills and resilience, to equip them for their future education and
employment



Our School Core Values

At Grace Mary, our curriculum is underpinned by our values. We talk about our values all the time -
they are purposefully over-communicated so they are entrenched in all that we do

Respect

e EVERYONE is important and special.

¢ Show PRIDE in our school.

* Consideration for each other’s FEELINGS, RIGHTS and BELIEFS.
Aspiration

e AMBITION to achieve excellence.

¢ CHALLENGE and MOTIVATE self to be the best we can be.
® BELIEVE in ourselves.

Honesty

¢ COURAGE to tell the truth.

¢ Share honestly how you feel.

e voice our opinions in a THOUGHTFUL way.

Kindness

¢ Show COMPASSION and CARE towards others.

¢ Speak out and lend each other a helping hand, TRUST.
¢ To always show ACCEPTANCE and be FRIENDLY.
Determination

e Try your best and never give up, PERSEVERE.

¢ Always use a ‘GROWTH MINDSET’ anything is possible
¢ Be BRAVE and prepared to make mistakes

Healthy

* Be PATIENT, show self control.

* Be as PHYSICALLY fit as you can be.

¢ Lending each other a HELPING HAND.



Curriculum implementation

1. We want the children to remember the learning they are taught in their lessons
2. We aspire for the children to have experiences that will live with them for the rest of their lives.

The first part is achieved through explicit teaching, one of our three pillars. Our evidence informed
approaches are outlined in our teaching and learning handbook and support teachers in delivering
consistently high-quality lessons.

The second part is achieved through trips, experiences and role play. Woven into the curriculum are
opportunities for children to learn through play. They get the chance to role play events and
scenarios linked to their learning. The planned trips support the curriculum, but also allow children
to experience things that all children should have the opportunity to experience, for example:

- Going to the beach
- Going on residentials
- Going to the theatre, a place of worship, a museum

The curriculum will be taught with the consideration of the needs of all learners. Where necessary, it
is adapted for children with specific needs but the expectation is that all children, with appropriate
scaffolds in place, will access and make progress through our curriculum.

We deliver all National Curriculum subjects: English, Mathematics, Science, Computing, Physical
Education, Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education (PSHCE), Art & Design, Design &
Technology, Modern Foreign Languages (Yr 5 and 6) Latin, Religious Education, Music. A summary of
each subject starts on 9.

Our curriculum promotes British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual
respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs to prepare our pupils for life in
modern day Britain.
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Roles and responsibilities

The Governing Board

The governing board will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and hold the Headteacher and
Deputy Headtecaher to account for its implementation.

The governing body will also ensure that:

A robust framework is in place for setting curriculum priorities and aspirational targets
Enough teaching time is provided for pupils to cover the National Curriculum and other
statutory requirements

The school is teaching a "broad and balanced curriculum" which includes English, maths,
science and (subject to providing the right to withdraw) religious education.

Proper provision is made for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with
special educational needs (SEN)

Headteacher

The Headteacher (alongside the Deputy Headteacher) is responsible for ensuring that this policy is
adhered to, and that:

All required elements of the curriculum, and those subjects which the school chooses to
offer, have aims and objectives which reflect the aims of the school and indicate how the
needs of individual pupils will be met

The amount of time provided for teaching the required elements of the curriculum is
adequate and is reviewed by the governing board

They manage requests to withdraw children from curriculum subjects, where appropriate
The school’s procedures for assessment meet all legal requirements

The governing body is fully involved in decision-making processes that relate to the breadth
and balance of the curriculum

The governing board is advised on whole-school targets in order to make informed decisions
Proper provision is in place for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children
with SEN

Subject leaders

Promote the subject, its importance, and the value it brings across the school

Have a good understanding of how well the subject is being delivered and the impact it has
on pupil achievement

Use this understanding to feed into the school development plan and produce an action plan
for the subject

Consult pupils, parents and staff about the subject and its effectiveness, and assess the
feedback against the school’s values, vision and aims

Work with the special educational needs co-ordinator (SENCO) to ensure the curriculum
matches the needs of different pupils

Work with the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) leader to understand how the subject is
developed at the EYFS and to support the EYFS

Develop and review regularly the vision, aims and purpose for the subject area
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e Qversee the planning of the curriculum content, ensuring it is well sequenced to promote
pupil progress

e Ensure the planned curriculum is effectively and consistently implemented across the school

e Make sure there is an effective system of assessment that oversees the progress of pupils to
ensure the curriculum has a positive impact on pupils’ learning

e Monitor teaching and learning by visiting lessons, scrutinising books, and talking with pupils
to assess how well the subject area is being implemented and how well it is delivered across
the school

e Provide feedback to staff based on the above observations to identify training needs and
provide continuing professional development (CPD) in the subject area

All other staff
Other staff will ensure that the school curriculum is implemented in accordance with this policy.
Inclusion

At Grace Mary Primary, we believe that all children are entitled to a broad, balanced and relevant
curriculum through which we support children with additional needs. We encourage all of our
children to achieve their full potential and to be fully involved in both the social and academic life of
the school.

When planning for teaching and learning, we take into account the wide range of abilities of our
children. Teachers set high expectations for all pupils. They will use appropriate assessment to set
ambitious targets and plan challenging work for all groups, including:

* More able pupils

¢ Pupils with low prior attainment

¢ Pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds

e Pupils with SEN

¢ Pupils with English as an additional language (EAL)

Teachers ensure that pupils with SEN and/or disabilities can study every National Curriculum subject,
wherever possible, and ensure that there are no barriers to every pupil achieving. Extra support is
given and the curriculum is adapted, scaffolded or differentiated to meet their individual needs,
whilst ensuring access to a full and varied curriculum along with their peers.

Reasonable adjustments will be made so that every SEND child can fully access the curriculum.
Teachers will also take account of the needs of pupils whose first language is not English

Equality Statement

At Grace Mary Primary School we welcome our duties under the Equality Act 2010. The school’s
general duties, with regards to equality are:

¢ Eliminating discrimination.
¢ Fostering good relationships.

¢ Advancing equality of opportunity.
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Our curriculum design will lead to outstanding progress for all pupils, regardless of their starting
point, over time. The curriculum is the progress model — if children are keeping up with the
curriculum then they are making good progress. Progress means knowing more and remembering

more. We ask:

e Has the child gained the knowledge to understand the key concepts and ideas?

e Is this enabling them to develop the skills they need to master?

We check this by:

e Setting regular low stakes quizzes

e Setting cumulative quizzes on old topics.

e End of unit written tasks where children demonstrate their knowledge gained by
communicating in the language patterns that they have been taught.

e Carrying out pupil book study which enables subject leaders to make curriculum adaptions

where necessa ry.

Teacher assessment will be used by staff and children to reflect on the progress made over time.
Senior leaders will evaluate progress that has been made and the impact of the curriculum to ensure
all pupils, including the most disadvantaged and pupils with SEND have been given the knowledge
and cultural capital they need to succeed in life.

Children at GM make expected or
greater than expected progress
compared to children locally and

nationally. Children become

confident readers, writers,
mathematicians, artists, scientists,
geographers, historians, designers.
They are fully prepared for the high

- R, W, Mdata

- Wider curriculum
judgements

- Comparative judgements

- Pupil Discussions

- Staff Discussions

school curriculum that awaits them.

Children enjoy learning and coming to
school. Their mental health and
wellbeing are tracked. They are

confident and successful learners.

- Pupil surveys
- Pupil discussions
- Parent Surveys/discussions

Children display outstanding behaviour
and learning behaviour during their
school life. They learn to make the
right choices for their safety.

- Boxall profiles

- Social skills data (red/yellow
cards etc)

- Parent Surveys/discussions
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